The role of the prosthodontist regarding aspirative dysphagia.
Certain swallowing disorders characteristically may follow head and neck surgeries and neurologic disorders. Aspiration is one of the possible symptoms of dysphagia. Since aspiration can be life-threatening, prosthodontists should help to identify patients who aspirate. This article describes the normal swallowing physiology, the pathophysiology of swallowing disorders, and the prosthetic role in the treatment of patients experiencing head and neck surgical operations and neurologic disorders that may cause aspiration.